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Will of Samuel Matthews of Dinwiddie County, Virginia 
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Dated 24 Jan 1754; proved in April Court 1754 
Copy made by Shirley Matthews and provided to me by Harry Porter 
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I learned of this will from Harry Porter in a 10 August 2010 email: 
 
Something happened yesterday that is so dramatic and pertinent that I just 
have to mention it to you. 
  
Just after sending you our hypothesis saying we thought there was 
suggestive evidence that our John Matthews had three siblings -- Mary, 
Elizabeth and William -- and that their family lived in Dinwiddie County in the 
mid-1700s, I heard from my cousin and fellow Matthews researcher Joyce 
Faison. She had just stumbled on a will of a Samuel Mathews of Dinwiddie, 
written and proved in 1754, in which he names wife Ann and his four children: 
John, William, Mary and Elizabeth. 
  
You can find the will at 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tnsumner/wtsmat.htm 
 
I am trying to contact the Shirley Matthews (and/or family) who submitted this 
and three other Mathews wills 10 years ago for posting on the Sumner 
County, Tennessee's Rootsweb page. 
  
We are, as you might imagine, rather excited about it. 
  
Harry 

 
Later he was able to get in touch with Shirley Matthews and learned that she had 
found the will listed among the "loose papers" in the Sumner County Archives 
and made a copy of it. How did the will get to Sumner County, Tennessee? Harry 
inquired at the Archives and found that the most likely explanation was that the 
will was at one time attached to a court action, and somehow over the years had 
gotten separated from the rest of the records of that action. Harry was able to 
identify records of an 1809-1810 lawsuit by Thomas Littlepage vs Perean 
Smith.  
 
The pieces we found were several administrative and procedural entries, and 
a deposition by Thomas' brother John Littlepage. Thomas and John Littlepage 
were sons of Elizabeth Matthews Littlepage and her husband Richard 
Littlepage. At issue was the ownership of several slaves originally willed to 
Thomas' mother (Elizabeth) by Thomas' grandfather (Samuel) … Nowhere in 
these records do we find a reference to the will of Samuel. But even without 
that specific, objective tie, it is such a reasonable and logical inference that 
this is the court action to which the will would have been attached that I 
consider the question answered [21 Sep 2010 email from Harry Porter]. 

  
A statement in the deposition of John Littlepage (transcription provided by Harry 
Porter) connects with a record in Campbell County, Virginia: 
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I noted in the legal documents you sent previously, "When my father died he 
left in the possession of my mother a Negro woman slave by the name of Nell 
and two female children by the names of Sall and Zilph ..." There's a deed 
from Elizabeth Scott to her son John Littlepage for a Negro girl named Zilphe, 
witnessed by Chas. Cobbs, John Scott, Nancy Scott, William Sturman and 
Jacob Key. Dated 17 Mar 1786; recorded 6 Apr 1786 [T. L. C. Genealogy, 
Campbell County, Virginia, Deeds, 1784-1790] [5 Oct 2010 email from me to 
Harry Porter] 

 
There is also a record connecting Perrin Smith with Matthews Scott (son of 
Elizabeth Matthews Littlepage Scott and her second husband John Scott): 
 

Matthis Scott came into Court and made choice of Perrin Smith for his 
guardian who gave bond and security … [Campbell County, Virginia, Order 
Book 7, page 65, September 1801; Microfilm Reel 26 – Library of Virginia] 

 
To summarize: a copy of the will of Samuel Matthews was found in Sumner 
County, Tennessee, where it had been introduced in a dispute over the 
ownership of slaves once bequeathed to his daughter Elizabeth. 


